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Permaculture Definitions
•

Permaculture is the conscious design and maintenance of agriculturally
productive systems which have the diversity, stability, and resilience of natural
ecosystems. It is the harmonious integration ofthe landscape with people
providing their food, energy, shelter and other material and non-material needs in
a sustainable way.

•

Permaculture is the name that has been given to the design & creation of selfsustaining productive landscapes which, once established, will need the
minimum of human intervention. A permaculture design incorporates a diversity
of species & interrelations between species, & allows for the continuous
evolution that occurs in Nature. There is a succession of species each preparing
the environment for the next & all moving towards a climax state.

•

Permaculture is a philosophy of working with, rather than against nature; of
protracted & thoughtful observation rather than protracted & thoughtless labor; &
of looking at plants & animals in all their functions, rather than treating any area
as a single-product system. Bill Mollison

•

Permaculture. A copyright word, owned as a common copyright by the
Permaculture Institutes & their graduates. Derived from 'Permanent' and
'Culture', as follows:

•

Permanent: From the Latin permanens, to remain to the end, to persist throughout
(per = through, manere = to continue)

•

Culture: From the Latin cultura - cultivation of land, or the intellect. Now
generalized to mean all those habits, beliefs, or activities than sustain human
societies.

•

Thus, Permaculture is the study of the design of those sustainable or enduring
systems that support human society, both agricultural & intellectual, traditional &
scientific, architectural, financial & legal. It is the study of integrated systems, for
the purpose of better design & application of such systems. Bill Mollison
Permaculture, from PERManent agriCULTURE, is a practical system of
ecological design. Employing powerful natural patterns, you can design & build
profitable, sustainable, productive ecosystems which have the diversity, stability
& resilience of natural ecosystems.

•

Permaculture is a design system that works toward establishing productive
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lives.

•

environments - providing for food, shelter, energy, waste recycling, material &
non-material need - as well as the social & economic infrastructures that support
them. It aims to create systems that will sustain the present as well as future
generations.

•

Permaculture is the conscious design of "cultivated" ecosystems that have the
diversity, stability, & resilience of natural ecosystems. It is a harmonious
integration of people into the landscape in such a way that the land grows in
richness, productivity, and aesthetic beauty.

•

Permaculture is an ethical design system for creating human environments that
are ecologically sound & economically viable. Permaculture systems provide for
their own needs, do not exploit or pollute, & are therefore sustainable. Peter Bane

•

Permaculture (Permanent Agriculture) is the conscious design and maintenance
of cultivated ecosystems which have the diversity, stability & resilience of
natural ecosystems. It is the harmonious integration of landscape, people &
appropriate technologies, providing good, shelter, energy & other needs in a
sustainable way. Permaculture is a philosophy and an approach to land use which
works with natural rhythms & patterns, weaving together the elements of
microclimate, annual & perennial plants, animals, water & soil management, &
human needs into intricately connected & productive communities.

•

Permaculture is designing all the facets of our lives to enhance environmental
sustainability. Only with a sustainable environment, can we have a "permanent
culture.: Permaculture designs assume an ethic of caring for the earth. Designs
involve food production, energy, water, housing, community, transportation, &
other systems in harmony with all of the natural world.

•

Permaculture is the conscious design of self-sustaining agricultural landscapes;
rather than dominating the environment, it seeks to enhance it. The word itself is
coined from permanent agriculture; & also permanent culture. The aim of
Permaculture is to create agriculture systems than are ecologically sound &
economically viable, enough to provide for their own needs with out exploiting
or polluting the earth. Thus, in the end, these systems are sustainable in the long
run.

•

Permaculture is a philosophy & an approach to land use which weaves together
microclimate, annual & perennial plants, animals, soils, water management, &
human needs into intricately connected, productive communities.

•

The objective ofpermaculture design is to produce efficient, low maintenance,
productive integration of plants, structures & people; with the ultimate result of
on-site stability & food self-sufficiency in the smallest practical area.

•

The word Permaculture comes from permanent agriculture & permanent culture
because cultures cannot survive long without a sustainable agricultural base &
land use ethic.

•

Permaculture really starts with an ethic or earth care, understood as care of whole
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systems of earth & species. So we actually devise model systems. Much of the
design is drawn from nature. The end result that we aim for, is to produce a
system that is ecologically sound & economically profitable. It can get
sophisticated or be as simple as you like.
•

1. Permanent Agriculture, the requirement for a permanent culture
2. An ethical philosophy of earthcare & peoplecare supported by the distribution
of surplus goods; wealth, labor, attention, information
3. The condition of abundance in nature marked by cooperation, diversity of
species, occupation of essential ecological niches, & stability over time, in
contrast to the conditions of competition, scarcity, monotony, Sc/: imminent decay
which predominate under hierarchical social conditions.
4. A productive system of human design based on maximal beneficial
connections between the elements thereof.
5. A global grassroots movement for self-reliance, community responsibility,
decentralization of social, political, economic, & technical authority ..
6. The demonstrated & replicated teaching & techniques thereof.
7. Interactive, recombinant ecologies marked by elegance of principle, efficiency
of function, appropriateness of form, & astonishing beauty.
8. Maximum satisfaction of needs for all living beings employing the minimum
area of built space with a high density & quality of biological information. Bill
Mollison
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