
The Charentais Melon is a famous French melon and the average 
size fruit is between 2-3 pounds. The melon is very sweet and 
fragrant and the color of the melon ranges from light gray to dark 
green. It's a round smooth melon with a firmer texture, orange 
flesh, and typically takes 75-90 days to harvest.  This variety does 
best in full sun and in a rich soil. 

Ha'ogen Israeli Muskmelon, is an excellent producer of delicious 
honey-flavored sweet and juicy fruit. The average size of the fruit 
is 3-4 pounds and typically takes 85 days to ripen. The fruit will 
begin to turn bright yellow, and become very fragrant when it’s 
time to harvest. This melon thrives in full sun and soil enriched 
with lots of compost. 

The Small Persian Melon is a deliciously sweet and juicy fruit.  The 
netted skin is green, yellow and with other colors ranging from tan 
to gray.  Each fruit weighs about 5 pounds and it can sometimes 
be a little challenging to tell when this melon is fully ripe. This 
popular melon has grown in America since the 19th-20th 
centuries, and typically takes 115 days to ripen.

Happy Growing Everyone, 
Kim Perry
Director of Garden Education

Spring is in the Air

It's that time of year again, time to prepare for planting. 

While many urban garden enthusiasts have already begun 
growing peppers and tomatoes from seed during the months of 
December and January, a good majority of us were scrambling to 
keep plants alive and covered during the freeze. Now that the 
frosty freeze season has passed us by, spring is in the air. Spring 
is my favorite time of year and I've selected the wonderful melon 
to be the star of my garden show this year.  

As I prepare for the spring, I always begin with a sketch of what I 
would like to see growing which is also a reminder of the actual 
space I have available. Planning also helps with companion plant 
selection, keeping things tidy, recording varieties and to keep my 
expectations realistic as I get overly excited every time my new 
seed catalog arrives. There are so many varieties of melons to 
choose from that entire books have been written and focused on 
nothing but melons. If you don’t have one of those books, it 
might be a beneficial to research information about the variety to 
learn more about common pests and diseases. I’ve selected 3 
annuals that are my favorite and great for the urban grower: 
Charentais Melon, the Ha'ogen Israeli Muskmelon, and the Small 
Persian Melon. 
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M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R

MAY
Salsa Make and Take at Cucharita
Thursday, May 9; 6:00am – 8:00am
In Person

Make and Take Tea
Saturday, May 11; 10:00am – 11:30am
In Person

Irrigation for Vegetables, Fruits, 
Container Gardens
Saturday, May 18; 9:30am – 11:30am
Zoom (Live)

Permaculture: Food Forest Gardening
Sunday, May 19; 10:00am – 3:00pm
In Person

Burmese Cooking and Growing
Saturday, May 25; 10:00am – 11:30am
In Person

Visit urbanharvest.org/events-2 to learn more.

Cultivators 
Thursday, March 14th; 6:00pm

Secret Supper
Thursday, April 4th; 6:30pm – 8:30pm

Green Building, Farm to Table and 
Restoring Nature – 2 Day Workshop   
Saturday, March 16 – Sunday, March 17; All Day   
Location: Animal Farm Permaculture Center  

Permaculture Design Certification Module 4: 
Restoring Nature
Sundays, April 7, 14, 21, and 28  
Times: 1:00pm – 5:00pm & 
Two Field Visits 10am – 5pm  
Location: Bauer Education Center    

Urban Harvest is a 501(c)3 non-profit.
Learn more at www.urbanharvest.org

FARMERS MARKETS
URBAN HARVEST MOBILE MARKET
Visit www.urbanharvest.org for locations

URBAN HARVEST FARMERS MARKET
Every Saturday; 8:00am to Noon
2752 Buffalo Speedway

MARCH
Foraging Houston
Saturday, March 2; 9:30am – 11:30am 
In Person

Intro to Permaculture and Sustainable 
Urban Orchards
Saturday, March 9; 9:30am – 11:30am
In Person

Seed Starting
Saturday, March 16; 10:00am – 11:30am
In Person

Preparing for Spring Planting
Saturday, March 23; 10:00am – 11:30am
In Person

APRIL
All About Basil
Saturday, April 6; 10:00am – 11:00am
In Person

The Healing Power of Spring Herbs
Saturday, April 13; 10:00am – 11:30am
In Person

Regenerative Gardening: Healing and 
Building While Growing
Saturday, April 20; 9:30am – 11:30am
In Person

Designing an Urban Garden
Saturday, April 27; 10:00am – 11:30am
In Person

CLASSES EVENTS

S P R I N G  P L A N T I N G  G U I D E

CROP
AMARANTH

ARTICHOKE, GLOBE/PLANT

ARUGULA/SEED

BASIL/TRANSPLANT

BASIL/SEED, PLANT

BEAN, ADZUKI/SEED

BEAN, MUNG/SEED

BEAN, EDAMAME/SEED

BEAN, LIMA/SEED

BEAN, SNAP STRING/SEED

BEAN, YARD LONG/SEED

BITTERMELON/SEED

BOK CHOY/TRANSPLANT, PLANT, SEED

BUCKWHEAT/SEED

CANTALOUPE/TRANSPLANT, PLANT

CHAYOTE/FRUIT

CILANTRO/SEED, TRANSPLANT

CORN/SPROUT, SEED

CRANBERRY HIBISCUS/SEED, PLANT

CUCUMBER/SEED

CULANTRO/PLANT OR SEED

CUMIN/SEED

EGGPLANT/PLANT

EPAZOTE/SEED, PLANT

GINGER/GALANGAL/ROOT, PLANT

GROUND CHERRY/SEED

JERUSALEM ARTICHOKE

KANGKOND/SEED

LEMONGRASS/PLANT

MAR APR MAY MAR APR MAY

Dr. Bob Randall has revised his planting guidelines to reflect climate change and increase in temperatures. The chart above reflects these changes in Central Houston. For all other
zones see Year-Round Food Gardening for Houston and Southeast Texas. Reprinted by Permission © R. Randall 2019. Available for purchase. Contact our office for more information.

CROP
LUFFA/SEED, PLANT, SPROUT

MALABAR SPINAC/SEED, PLANT

MILLET, PROSO/SEED

MINT/PLANT

NEW ZEALAND SPINACH/SEED, PLANT

OKRA/SEED, TRANSPLANT, PLANT

OREGANO,ALL/PLANT

OREGANO, CUBAN/PLANT

OREGANO, EURO/PLANT

PEA, PIGEON/SEED

PEA, SOUTHERN/SEED

PEANUT/SEED

PEPPER,ALL/TRANSPLANT, PROTECTED PLANT

PEPPER,ALL/TRANSPLANT, PLANT

PEPPERCORN, BLACK/PLANT

PUMPKIN, (MOSCHATOR)/TRANSPLANT, SEED

RICE/PLANT, SEED

ROSELLE JAMAIC/SEED , TRANSPLANT, PLANT

SNAKE GOURD, LAO/SEED

SORGHUM, GRAIN/SEED

SQUASH/TRANSPLANT, SEED, SPROUT, PLANT

SUNFLOWER, SEED

SWEET POTATO/PLANT, TRANSPLANT

TINDORA(IVY GOURD) /PLANT

TOMATILLO/TRANSPLANT, SEED, PLANT

TOMATO, PLANT

WATERMELON/TRANSPLANT, SEED, PLANT

YACON/TUBER

KEY           Best time to plant           Will be successful some years              Best time to start a transplant in a pot at proper temperatures

C
ELEBRATING 30 YEARS

1 9 9 4  –  2 0 2 4
SCAN FOR
CLASS DETAILS


